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1, The ambifdous project of the Syrian tovernment tc heve a governmanteowned

end cperated antomstic telephous sysiem and radio brogdeasting stetion

instadlnd was previously reportsd. The Syrian Governmant had requsstsd all
eompanias interested in obbtalning the contract o submit Sheir bids by 1 March.
According to latest reports all bide were in by 1 April, and by I Hay the
Govermment hud deaided to accepl, in part, the offers of five compunies:

ong Swedish, one Czechoslovakianm, and three British. Offers tendered by two
American companiss were turned domn because the companies insisted on payment

in dollars and refused 4o be bourd by the Syrian specifications for installabion.

25X1X6 "In

2o Representstives of tmo of the British firms that received contracte are said
Yo have given assurances thab they will get the mch-desired fmericen equipment
25X1X6 in any case. These men reportedly rewarked that "this is what thir Smericen
: loar is for? Source regerds this as & good jole on the Amsrlcans and considers
it a typleal exeample of U.S. "bemevolent stupiditi®
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